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Use of the alarm call of the Sika Deer Cervus nippon yesoensis, to prevent collisions

between the deer and cars
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9. Summary

Collisions between sika deer (Cervus nippon yesoensis)
and cars have become a major social problem and are
steadily rising in frequency. One measure to prevent such
collisions is the use of a deer whistle to warn the animals
that a car is approaching. We tested the effectiveness of the
alarm call of the sika deer recorded in the field, as compared
with that of the deer whistle.

When the alarm call was played from a traveling car, 19
out of 21 deer located along the road (90.5%) were alerted.
This demonstrated the effectiveness of the alarm call, but it
was actually less effective than the electronically produced
deer whistle sound.

When an experiment was conducted with deer at a zoo,
the average lowest volume at which the deer began to react
to the alarm call was 50.5 dB. When the experiment was
repeated it became clear that the zoo deer became

accustomed to the alarm call.




