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A Case of Bovine Leukosis with Chronic Endometritis in a Holstein Cow

Toshihiko TAKEUCHI*, Kaoru YOSHIMOTO, Makoto KOMAGATA, Morito FUKUNAKA,
Yoshiyasu KOBAYASHI, Kotaro MATSUMOTO and Hisashi INOKUMA'

* Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine, Nishi 2-11, Inadacho, Obihiro-shi,
080-8555, Japan

SUMMARY

A 5-year-5-month old Holstein cow was presented with fever, anorexia, and retained placenta. Postnatal vagi-
nal discharge and enlargement of the uterus did not improve after treatment. Although the superficial lymph
nodes were not enlarged, enzootic bovine leukosis was suspected because of the enlarged and indurated uterus.
An autopsy revealed enlargement of most abdominal lymph nodes, tumor mass formation on the omasum and
abomasum, and thickening of the uterine wall. Histologically, there were lymphocyte-like cell infiltrates in the
microscopically visible lesions. The tumor cells were immunohistochemically demonstrated to be B-cells ori-
gin. Although antibody against bovine leukosis virus (BLV) was negative, BLV provirus was detected from the
peripheral blood. The findings suggested that BLV infection may be related to leukosis in the present case.
—— Key words : bovine leukosis virus, chronic endometritis, enzootic bovine leukosis.
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