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Abstract

The aim of this research is to analyze the compatibility
between the “tourism policy” and “environmental protection
policy” implemented by Japanese government. To achieve
this goal, this paper focused on Japanese National Park
System and it is divided in four sections. In the first two,
this study reviews the history of Japanese national parks
and remarks the negative effects that massive tourism has
on environmental protection. Later, in sections three and
four, this paper explains the main aspects of the case study

(Kushiro Shitsugen National Park) and shows the results
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of the interviews carries out with the actors involved in the
tourism policy in this park. The main result is that there
is a discrepancy among stakeholders around a profitable
tourist activity and the establishment of true environmental
protection. In conclusion, this study shows that there are not
the conditions to implement a massive tourism activity in
Japanese National Park System. It is necessary to rethink a
policy that allows a sustainable use of national parks and seek

a tourism policy that contributes to environmental protection.

162



