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Abstract

Craft beer production in Japan has gained renewed
attention since 2012. One of the main raw materials is two-
rowed barley; however, most of it is imported. Therefore,
there has not been much discussion on production of two-
rowed barley in Japan. The purpose of this study was
to discuss the present and future situations concerning
production and trade of two-rowed barley in the Tokachi
region of Hokkaido, Japan, focusing on local brands of craft
beer. Face-to-face surveys were conducted with one farmer
in each of the two contract farming production groups (S
and T), as well as two companies (N and O) that contracted
with them, respectively. We found that barley production
would not overlap the work period for winter wheat, and it
allows for combined use of farming equipment. However,
farmers in this study who want to grow two-rowed barley for
craft beer companies had difficulty getting seeds, because
most seed farmers had contracts with major brewers.
Additionally, because optimum production techniques
were not standardized for S and T group farmers, yield and
germination rate were adversely affected. These factors
necessitate functional improvement of production groups,
as well as cooperation with public institutions (agricultural
cooperatives and research organizations) and production
farmers of other areas. Moreover, without a barley processing
facility in the Tokachi area, processing costs are high,
thereby forcing O company to pay a low trading price to T
group. Construction of a local barley facility will decrease
processing costs and increase the value of craft beer, and
demand for more farm acreage for craft beer makers will be

stimulated.
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