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Interaction between pikas and humans
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he hare and rabbit species (order: Lagomorpha)
T distributed in Japan include pikas and mountain hares
in Hokkaido, Japanese hares on the main island and southern
part of Japan, and Amami rabbits in Amami Oshima and
Tokunoshima. Among these species, Japanese hares and
Amami rabbits are endemic to Japan, while pikas and
mountain hares are also distributed in the Eurasian continent.
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An Amami rabbit
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A Japanese hare
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P ikas were first discovered in Japan as forestry vermin

causing feeding damage to saplings. However, they are

now listed as a near threatened species and protected because
they are distributed only in limited areas and are highly
susceptible to environmental change.
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4 Artificially stacked rocks for
pika conservation

(temporary use for food storage
has been confirmed)
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ikas are usually distributed in high-altitude areas separate
P from human settlements, and are regarded as neither
harmful nor beneficial animals. Therefore, the conflict between
pikas and humans is less than in the case of some other wild
animals. However, pikas living in low-altitude areas are sometimes
exposed to development activities related to check dams and
forest roads; thus, pika conservation measures are needed.
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Pikas in the Tokachi region
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Distribution and ecology of pikas
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ikas are almost complete herbivores, eating leaves,
P stems, and flowers of herbaceous plants, ferns, and
mosses. They do not hibernate, but instead store food in the
spaces between rocks to overwinter, and also eat their own
soft feces (cecal feces) like other hare species.
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A rocky area inhabited by pikas
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ikas are territorial and live in breeding pairs throughout
P the year, with a territory diameter of 40 to 100 m. They are
thought to store food and make nests for child-rearing in the
spaces between rocks; however, no one has ever seen these
sites and their details are thus unknown.
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n Japan, pikas live only in Hokkaido and are mostly
| distributed in rocky areas at altitudes of 400 to 2200 m,
primarily in the Daisetsuzan Volcanic Group, the Hidaka Mountain
Range, the Teshio Mountains, the Ashibetsu-Yubari Massif, and
the Kitami Mountains. They are known as survivors of the ice age
and prefer a cool climate, becoming less active in environments
where temperatures exceed 20°C. However, they can live in
lowlands if a cool climate is maintained; and in fact, they live in
the Tokachi region at an altitude of only 50 m.
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Stored plants and soft feces
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A pika eating a grass leaf
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Distribution of pikas in Hokkaido (red circles represent pika habitats)
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P ikas call frequently, as their Japanese name (naki-usagi,

‘calling hare’) suggests; and their vocal communication

plays an important role both in their territorial battles and in
communication between mating partners and between parents
and children. They have two types of call, short and long, with
the long call being a continuous sound emitted only by males.
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A calling pika
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A sunbathing pika
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he natural predators of pikas include small- and
T medium-sized carnivores, such as stoats, sables, and
foxes, as well as owls and hawks. Oestromyia leporina is
known as a special parasite of pikas.
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A pika parasitized

by Oestromyia leporina

FFIFFOXRE AV 3

A stoat, a natural predator of pikas






