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Encouraging the coexistence of people and red foxes
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nfortunately, only the downside of red foxes, such as their
U role as agricultural vermin or echinococcosis mediators,
tends to be emphasized. But—and this is a big but—is this
emphasis just? They have, for example, an important ecological
role as a predator of small animals such as rats and rabbits. In
fact, in areas where red foxes have been exterminated, the
resulting increase in the number of such small animals causes
significant agricultural and forestry damage.
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Ared fox and its prey, a mountain hare
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n recent years, the control of echinococcosis using
l antiparasitic agents has been attracting attention. In one
instance, antiparasitic agents were sprayed in a number of
municipalities to reduce the infection rate in red foxes without
killing them, and this form of control proved effective. We must also
devise measures, such as strict regulations on waste disposal and
feeding, to protect red foxes from human interference.
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Ared fox hunting a vole under the snow “Can | have some food, please?”
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A t present, some extermination may be necessary to reduce

the risk of echinococcosis and agricultural damage.

However, the key is to seek the beneficial coexistence of humans
and such beautiful and attractive animals, native to Hokkaido,
without reducing their population more than necessary.
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A red fox in mid-winter
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Living together with red foxes
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Interaction between red foxes and humans
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n Ainu, a kitakitsune (red fox, Vulpes vulpes schrencki) is
I usually called a cironnup (beast or prey); and in some
areas, a sumari or kimotpe. Red foxes adapt to diverse
environments and live in a wide range of areas, including urban
centers, agricultural land, forests, and mountains, throughout
Hokkaido, Japan. They differ from a hondogitsune (Vulpes vuipes
japonica), which live in the southern part of Japan, including
Honshu, the main island of Japan, at the subspecies level.
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A kitakitsune
: Wulpes vulpes schrencki
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A hondogitsune
: V. v. japonica
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T hey used to be treated as a fur-bearing animal, due to the
superior quality of their fur, and were relentlessly hunted.

However, they are now regarded as vermin to be exterminated,
because they eat sweet corn and beets, causing damage to
crops and mediating echinococcosis (a zoonosis). In the city of
Obihiro, for example, roughly 200 red foxes were exterminated
every year from 2016 to 2019, with the exact number ranging
from 191 to 278.
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A pair of red foxes in the snow
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An affectionate pair
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A cub with unusual
coloration
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Suckling cubs
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H owever, red foxes are very cute and can be spotted up
close. They have, in fact, become the symbol of

Hokkaido tourism, and are sometimes fed by tourists. Many
red foxes beg for food at the roadside, and as a result often
die in traffic accidents.
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A red fox waiting for
food at the roadside
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A red fox with

a piece of fried chicken
in its mouth
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ed foxes are so adaptable that they can survive not
R only on natural resources but also man-made products.
An investigation using remote cameras in the Tokachi region,
for example, found them more prevalent in urban centers and
agricultural land than in natural environments such as forests,
particularly during winter when food is scarce.




