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Abstract

The “Sustainable Sourcing Code for Livestock
Products” that is used for food and beverage services
provided at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games
accepts the Japan Good Agricultural Practices (JGAP)
certification for livestock and livestock products as one that
satisfy conditions. The Japanese government wishes to turn
the Games into an opportunity to introduce the appeal of
Japanese livestock products, and it promotes various support
measures for expansion of JGAP certification for livestock
and livestock products.

The purpose of this study was to quantitatively evaluate
the heterogenous consumers’ preferences on the milk
market by a choice experiment which assumed virtual milk
produced from raw milk from a JGAP-certified farm. And,
it examined the possibility of commercialization of that
milk. A questionnaire assigned three attributes to the milk:
the origin of raw milk, the label of using raw milk from a
JGAP-certified farm, and price. One hundred and forty-
four consumers living in Obihiro City and the surrounding
area of Hokkaido served as survey respondents, and 1,152
data points were analyzed in a latent class logit model. The
results identified three latent classes, which were price-
conscious consumers (55%), origin-conscious consumers
(15%), and sustainability-conscious consumers (30%). Price-
conscious consumers were the most price sensitive, and
their willingness-to-pay (WTP) for Hokkaido raw milk did
not change even if it was not made by designated farmers.
Their marginal WTP (MWTP) for using raw milk from the

JGAP-certified farm was 39-56 yen/L. Origin-conscious
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consumers had the highest WTP for Tokachi raw milk, but
their MWTP for using raw milk from the JGAP-certified
farm was not significantly different from zero (p<0.05).
The MWTP for using raw milk from the JGAP-certified
farm of sustainability-conscious consumers was the highest
within the three groups (214-358 yen/L). Based on ranking
the importance of items in the raw milk production process
management, price-conscious consumers regarded the JGAP
label as objective evidence of efforts to ensure the safety of
raw milk. In the case of sustainability-conscious consumers,
its concern was not only safety but also the environmental
sustainability, workers safety, farm operation, and animal
welfare. On the other hand, it was suggested that the origin-
conscious consumers thought that locally produced raw milk

leads to safety and security.

Keywords: JGAP for livestock and livestock products,

choice experiment, latent class logit model, willingness-to-

pay, milk
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