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Seasonal Movement System of Pastoral Camps
in Dund-Govi Province, Mongolia

HIRATA Masahiro*, KAIHOTSU Ichirow**,
BATMUNKH Damdin , TOUKURA Yuji and HONGO Akio

Mongolian nomads migrate seasonally among camping places according to ecological and environmental changes
and take specific migration patlerns by accumulating know ledge {rom the past long experiences. The purposes of this
paper are at [irst to clarify practical nomadic knowledge on the seasonal movement system in the Dund-Govi Province of
Mongolia, and then (o validate this indigenous knowledge with the result of ground survey about vegetation. microtopog-
raphy and water resources around camping places. Main parameters for selecting winter and spring camps were the place
conditions in which wooden and stone-made stable pens called as “khoroo™ are constructed and Achnatherum splendens
was dominant. The selection of summer and autumn camps was decided by the following four parameters: a good breeze.
water places (well and pond), salt accumulation place nearby, and the vegetation dominated by A/llium polyrrhizum,
gramineous grasses, Carex duriuscula, and/or Artemisia frigida. To {ulfill these demands, Mongolian nomads select the
concave place for winter and spring camps and the {lat place or slope nearby the bottom of concave land for summer and
autumn camps. These indigenous knowledge of Mongolian nomads on the seasonal movement system may have been

broadly transmitled over generations in spite of the decrease in vearly gross movement distance in recent vears.

Key Words: migration, nomad, Mongolia. indigenous knowledge, ecological environment
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