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The Reconsideration of The Red Badge of Courage

By

Shigeru FusHIMI
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I hear the damned book (“The Red Badge of Courage™) is doing very well in
England. In the meantime I am plodding along. I have finished my new novel ...
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“The Third Violet”... and sent it to Appleton and Co., as per request, but I've
an idea it won't be accepted. "It’s pretty retten work. I used myself up in the
accursed “Red Badge”?.
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...... When one looked for sources, one thought at once of Tolstoy; but, though
it was clear that Tolstoy had exerted a powerful influence upon the conception, if

not the actual writing, of the bagk, there still remained something entirely orlgmal

and novel®, =
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The Red Badge, as will be shown, is neither naturalism ndr about the Civil
War; hence, there was absolutely no need for Crane’s consulting any of the authors
or works mentioned above. Crane himself apparently did mot like Zola (Beer,
Crane, 97-98, 147), and there is no convincing evidence that he had read Sevastopol ;
the other ‘sources’ are offered as mere pOSSlbllltl&S even by their proponents. He
admitted that he had studied Battles and Lefiders of the Civil War (Letters, 17,
and that he had, without much success, questioned veterans about their feelings in

combat.  There is no reason at all to assume other literary sources. Hungerford

has shown that the factual framework behind the setting of the novel is the battle’
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of Chancellorsville, and he bases his investigation securely upon Crane’s naming
this battle in “The Veteran”®
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In his life he had taken certain things for granted, never challenging his belief
in ultimate success, and bothering little about means and roads. But here he was
confrented with a thing of moment. Tt had suddenly appeared to him that perhaps

in a battle he might run. He was forced to admit that as far as war was concerned

he knew nothing of himself®,
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She could calmly seat herself and with no apparent difficulty give him many
hundreds of reasons why he was of vastly more importance on the farm than on
the field of baitle.  She had certain ways of expression that told him that her

statements on the subject came from a deep conviction. Moreover, on her side,

was his belief that her ethical motive in the argument was impregnable!®,

BOWICH T 5B TRVCER] 52 Fhicb D Th-Th, HToOFTirr oFiEr
HEfGd o LR ERT, BORELYHL TRFTBE LAEZFTth B, L LEREN LR

— 41 —



92 . AR %

il e, TR EBEREOTNA LIV eHIC X8RP 2By, MBirtoa] o
R UAS Gz EB LK, KO X 5B AAELBEYHDLDOTH D,

As he perceived this fact it oecurred to him that he had never wished to come
to the war. He had not enlisted of his free will. He had been dragged by the
merciless ‘government. And now they were taking him out to be slaughtered'.

BB LI (T ol TH D, WOHMEEN LTI, EBEELBFCF|E I
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----- he strenuously tried to think, but all he knew was that if he fell down
those coming behind would tread upon him. All his faculties seemed to be needed
to guide him over and past obstructions'*. ‘
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The cycle which Crane establishes reveals why Henry fails, and how he may
succeed. He fails whenever he isolates himself, exaggerates his own importance,
gives himself over to self-centered thought and imagination, and falls into romantic
illusions. He succeeds when he forgets himself, becomes a part of the group, and
sees things as they are. [t is imporfant to notice that success derives from curiosity
as well as instinctive, animal behavior; the individual need not resign his hu-
manity?®,
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He threw a pine cone at a jovial squirrel, and he ran with chattering fear.
High in a treetop he stopped, and, poking his head cautiously from behind a branch,

looked down with an air of trepidation?®.
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This landscape gave him assurance. A fair field holding life. It was the
religion of peace. It would die if its timid eyes were compelled to see blood®®.
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He listened for a time.  Then he began to run in the direction of the battle:

He saw that it was an ironical thing for him to be running thus toward that which
he had been at such pains to avoid?®?.
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In this place the youth felt that he was an invader. This forgotten part of
the battle ground was owned by the dead men, and he hurried, in the vague
apprehension that one of the swollen forms would rise and tell him to hegone.

------ The wounded men were cursing, groaning, and wailing.

------ Another had the gray seal of death already upon his face®®.
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He now thought that he wished he was dead. He believed that he envied

those men whose bodieg lay strewn over the grass of the fields and on the fallen
leaves of the forest.

The simple questions of the tattered man had been knife thrusts to him?®.
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He said that he was the most unutterably selfish mian in existence. His mind
pictured the soldiers who would place their defiant hodies before the spear of the
yelling battle fiend, and as he saw their dripping corpses on an imagined field, he

said that he was their murderer®.
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He had been used to regarding his comrade as a blatant child with an audacity
grown from his inexperience, thoughtless, headstrong, jealouse, and filled with a
tinsel courage®™.
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Besides, a faith in himself had secretly blossomed. There was a little fower
of confidence growing within him. IHe was now a man of experience. He had

been cut among the dragons, he said, and he assured himself that they were not

so hideous as he had imagined them®®.
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Yesterday he had fought and had fled rapidly. There had been many adventures.
For to-day he felt that he had earned oppotunities for contemplative repose’®.

Yesterday, when he had imagined the universe to be against him, he had hated
it, little gods and big gods; to-day he hated the army of the foe with the same
great hatred?®®.
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New eyes were given to him. And the most startling thing was to learn
suddenly that he was very insignificant®®,
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