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Diversity of Milk Processing Systems in a Southern Iran

HIRATA Masahiro® and Hara Ryuichi**

To analyze diversity and interaction of milk processing systems among 3 ethnic groups; Turki, Iranian and Arabian
pastoralists, preliminary field surveys were conducted from 1st fo 11th of March, 2004, in Fars Province, a southern
Iran. The characteristic of milk processing systems of Turki and Iranian pastoralists is to use both technigues of the
fermented milk processing series and the solidifying-additives using series, and Arabian pastoralist had enly used the
fermented milk processing series, It was suggested for the interaction of milk processing techniques among 3 ethnic
groups that 1) Arabian and Iranian pastoralists had originally used butter making technique by churning fermented
milk, 2) only Turki pastoralist has used 2 types of cheese processing techniques from butiermilk, and 3) stomach as a
solidifying-additive had originally used by Turki and/or Iranian pastoralist. The further purpose in this study is that
generality and diversity of the milk processing system within the each ethnic group should be discussed by surveying
more cases on the milk processing system of pastoralists.
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