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Summary

In order to obtain the fundamental data regarding beef cattle raising in Tokachi district,
Hokkaido, body dimensions, feeding and management of 127 Japanese black breed of cattle
in Ashoro-chd were investigated. .

(1) The growth of these cattle were generally worse than the normal growth of the
breed, particularly in height at withers and body width.

(2) Normal growth were found in the cattle raised under good feeding ‘conditions,
and this fact shows the possibility of raising beef cattle of good condition, if the feeding
practices are improved. '

(3) Body dimensions in November were better than in June, the beginning of the
grazing season. This indicates that growth was retarded by defective feeding practices
during the winter. ' _

(4) During the summer, they were kept on pasture or range and grass alone furnishes
enough nutrients to supply their needs for normal growth. But during the winter, their
rations chiefly consisted of low grade hay or straw and were inadequate to supply the
maintenance requirements. It seems to be a chief reason of their retarded growth.

(5) Breeding of cows were delayed 3 or 6 months on an average beyond the proper

reproduction age, and some of them were not mated yet at over 20 months of age.
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