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Group Rearing of Dairy Calves on an Automatic Whole
Milk Feeder

Shozo Suzukl®, Mitsuhiro NAKAJIMA®
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Abstract

In two experiments Holstein calves were raised

in o group until 90 days on an autematic whole

milk feeder. Whole milk, call starter and hay

were given ad b from 15 days.  In Experiment [,

time of suckling, time of eating starter and amount
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of milk comsumed were recorded for a 24-hr period

each whole milk

week.  Average consumpltion
increased until 11 kg per day at 8 weeks, declined
rapidly to 3-0kg aflter 11 wecks and time of eating
starter increased linearly until about 100 min per
day at 90 days.  Estimated total milk consumption
from 8 ta 90 days was 518 kg,

In Experiment 2, feed consumption was compared
between two proups weaned at 45 and 80 days,
Linear regressions of daily starler consumption for

age in doys were obtained.  Kegression equations

T 13

were Yre={ 0228 X ~0.331  in suckling  group

(r=0.92) and Yie=0.0736 X -2 18 in weaned group

{r—0,91) Growth rates in both groups were similar

to normal growth in Japanese standard.  Total
estimated  consumptions  from 8 to 90 days were
528 kg whole milk and 62 kg starter in the group

weaned at 90 days, and 262 kg whole milk and 136

kg starter in the 45-day group.  Group raising
on  an  autematic  whole milk  feeder may  be
recommended  when unsalable milk is available

regularly.
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