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Eliminative behaviours of dairy cows in the milking parlor
and the holding area

[Hisashi Hipakl, Kunivoshi Osinizi, Masanobu YaNacl,
and Shozo SUZUKI
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Eliminative behaviours of dairy
cows in the milking parlor

and the holding arca

Hisashi Hinagrl, Kuniyoshi OsHIMIZU,
Masanobu YAaNAGL and Shoze SUZUKI
Department of Animal Science, Obihiro University of

Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine, Obihiro

shi (180

The eliminative behaviour of three groups of 51, 30
and 25 I[lolstein cows was observed in the rotary
herringhone milking parlor and holding area for

filteen consecutive davs.

The cows grazing in the davtime excreted more
feces at morning milking and more urine al evening
milking. There were no differences between the
number of excretions ol high-vielding cows and low-
vielding cows in the holding area and milking parlor.
During each observation 10% of the cows of a herd
excreted in both the holding area and parlor.

In the holding arca, cows excreted more urine than
feces. The number of excretions of a cow during an
observation period increased with the increase of
waiting time.  The cews tended to urinate immedia-
tely after entering into the holding arca and to defe-
cate just before entering into the milking parlor,
when they had more competition with each other.

On the other hand, in the parlor, the cow defecated
0.2 times and urinated 0.15 times cach eleven minutes.
The defecation and urination of the cows was obsery-
¢d immediately after entering into the parlor and just
before leaving the rolary table.  The cows seemed to
reduce excretion with ne feeding in the parlor.

It was suggested that the eliminative hehaviour of
a cow in the milking parlor and in the holding area
was affected by the movement of the cow, the routine
of milking and the feeding of the grain mixture at

milking time.
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