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The Order of Entry of Cows into a Milking Parlour and Moving in the
Holding Area

Shozo SUzckl, Hisashi Hinarn-Yasunori Sarrotand Akihiko SARAGUCHL®
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Summary

In order to investigate the social and behavioural

factors concerning the order of entry of cows inlo
a milking parlour, the moving of individual cows
in a holding arca was recorded on pictures during
A herd,

of 39 Holstein cows, was fed a grain mixture and

thirty consecutive milkings. consisting

milked in a rotary herringhone parlour.

Cows in the top group of the order generally occupi

ed the front part of the holding area nearest to
the parlour entrance at first. AL that time. cows
in the last group ol the order showed no prefer-
ence of position in the holding area other than the
nearest part to the parlour entrance.  For most
of the remainder of the cows, there was a mode-
rate tendency [or those thal entered into the
parlour carlier to prefer the more front part of

the holding area.

Many cows in the holding area moved every Lime

one entered into the parlour and moved torward
aradually as a whole, but some staved at the
same position for a long time, while some skipped
one or more zones and some drew back.

is assumed that the cows with the middle orders,
have no intense degire nor hesitation to enter into
the parlour and that the first position in a holding
area, relationship to the temporary adjoining
individuals, and individual propensity should be

related to the decision of the order of entry
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