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Effects of trimming on pasture quality, and intake of
nutrients and grazing behaviour in dairy heifers.
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Summary

Two groups of 5 to 7 heilers were rota-
tionally grazed across two units of three 2-3
day 14a paddocks in four 6-9 day periods
frem May to October in 1985 to examine the
effects of trimming after grazing on pasturc
quality and intake of nutrients by heilers.

Trimmings after grazing were carried
out on one umit in each period. llerbage
masses pre- and post-grazing in each paddock
were measured by cutting 5 quadrats (each
65nf ). And by
vields of herbage and herbage intakes were
Sward heights post-
DM, CP, NDF and

ADF of those herbages were analyzed and

the differences, regrowth

estimated. pre- and

grazing were measured.

intake of nutrients and TDN were estimated.

23

77

Behaviour of heifers during daytime were
observed in each period.

Average herbage masses pre- and post
grazing were greater on the plots without
But

cstimated average regrowth yields were 1.3

trimming than on those with trimming.

fold greater in the plots with trimming than
those without trimming adversely, CP contents
both

were higher and NDI contents lower in the

of  herbage pre- and post-grazing

plots with trimming than those without trimm-
ing (P<0.053). DM and TDN

similar and CP intake was greater in the

intakes were

plots with trimming as compared with those
without trimming but the differences were
There were no significant
both

nol significant.

differences in behaviour of heifers in

plots.
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