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Birds of Tokachi District, Hokkaido 11. Waterfowl of the lower
reaches of the Obihiro River, eastern Hokkaido
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Table 1. Characteristics of study areas.
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Envireonments along the river (%)

Characteristics of bank (%)

Study Length Residential Concrete  Covered with Covered with
area (km) Wood Grassland area brock grasses bushes
No. 1 1.5 0 0 100 47 37 16

No. 2 0.4 50 0 50 56 8 36

No. 3 1.0 18 82 0 38 39 23

No. 4 0.3 o0 50 0 79 21 0
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Table 2. Mean numbers of waterfowl observed in study area 1.

Species April May June July August September
Tachybaptus ruficollis 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Anas platyrhynchos 7.0 3.5 280 115 345 495 585 455  46.5  46.0 64.0
Anas poecilorhyncha 4.0 5.5 3.5 1.5 2.5 8.5 55 295 380 375 42.5
Anas crecca 0 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Anas acuta 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.5
Mergus merganser 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.0

Table 3. Mean numbers of waterfowl observed in study area 2.

Species April May June July August September
Cygnus cygnus 38.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Anas platyrhynchos 76.5 13.0 25.0 29.0 340 260 345 335 53.0 75.0 109.0
Anas poecilorhyncha 11.0 3.0 5.5 1.0 1.0 0 0 9.0 12.0 9.5 15.0
Anas penelope 16.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mergus merganser 0 1.0 2.0 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 3.5

Table 4. Mean numbers of waterfowl observed in study area 3.

Species April May June July August September
Tachybaptus ruficollis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.5
Cygnus cygnus 55 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Anas platyrhynchos 28.5 4.0 3.0 70 18.0 280 30.0 415 8.5 67.5 142.0
Anas poectlorhyncha 0 0 0.5 0 5.0 10.0 0.5 5.0 2.5 2.0 0
Anas crecca 08.0 4.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28.5
Anas penelope 57.0  13.0 2.5 0 0 0 0 0 56.5
Anas acuta 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3.5
Aythya ferina 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Aythya fuligula 78.5  19.5 2.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mergus merganser 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 4.0 3.0 1.0 2.5 0
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Table 5. Mean numbers of waterfowl observed in study area 4.

Species April May June July August September
Anas platyrhynchos - 1.0 0.5 0.5 75 225 175 100 10.0 17.0 9.5
Anas poecilorhyncha - 0 0.5 0 0.5 0 4.5 8.5 1.0 1.5 0
Anas crecca - 2.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.5 0 3.0
Anas penelope — 5.0 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Aythya fuligula - 8.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mergus merganser - 0 0 0 0 4.0 0 0 0 2.5 0
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Fig. 1. Seasonal changes in numbers of anatids in study areas. A, B,
C and D indicate study areas 1, 2, 3 and 3 respectively.
1=swans, 2=dabbling ducks, 3=diving ducks.
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Summary

Observations on waterfowl were carried out
in two urban and two suburban areas along
the lower reaches of the Obihiro River, eastern
Hokkaido, from mid-April to late September
2000. A total of 10 species of waterfowl were
recorded ; Tachybaptus ruficollis, Cygnus cygnus,
Anas platyrhynchos, Anas poecilorhyncha, Anas
crecca, Anas penelope, Anas acuta, Aythya ferina,
Aythya fuligula and Mergus merganser. Numbers
of species were larger in suburban areas than in
urban areas, and in areas with shelters along the
river than in areas without shelters. The number
of dabbling ducks were greater than those of div-
ing ducks in four study areas. The main species
of dabbling ducks were A. platyrhynchos and A.
poecilorhyncha during the study. Other species
increased In numbers in spring and/or autumn.
Artificial feeding contributed in increase of num-
ber of birds, but did not contribute in increase of
number of species.

Key words:Hokkaido, Obihiro River, waterfowl
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