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Summary

Vegetational condition and land utilization were surveyed in
the large-scale ranch managed by European farmers and a
small-scale pastoral area used by indigenous peoples in
Laikipia Province of Kenya highland to clarify the role of the
large-scale ranch in the conserving wild animals and plants.
The large-scale ranch was managed under light feeding
condition of 0.25 cattle-unit/ha, and the vegetation was
consisted of 3 vegetational types such as the natural forest with
short herbs, Acacia shrubland with long herbs and scattered
Acacia shrubland with short herbs.
vegetation in the large-scale ranch was evaluated as

The management of

“Excellent” to “Fair” conditions. The low grazing pressure of
0.25 cattle-unittha could maintain a good vegetation
On the other hand, the
small-scale pastoral area was used under heavy feeding

conditional in Kenya highland.

condition of 2.26 cattle-unit/ha, and its vegetation was
evaluated as “Fair” to” Poor” conditions. Such overgrazing
as 2.26 cattle-unit/ha could cause poor vegetational condition
in Kenya highland. It is considered from this case study that
“Lower grazing pressure in a large-scale pasture and highly
grazing mobility” seem to be the important strategy for wildlife
conservation. The feeding system of the large-scale ranch in
Kenya highland is considered as the excellent case of land use
for wildlife conservation in dry/semi-dry areas.

Key words: pastoralism, grazing pressure, vegetation
regression, large-scale ranch, Kenya highland
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