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The ecology of the red squirrel, Sciurus vulgaris orientis on the campus of Obihiro University

1. Nest and nest tree selection
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Abstract

We performed an investigation on red squirrels’
nests and selection of nest trees from late April to August
2009 on the campus of Obihiro University of Agriculture
and Veterinary Medicine. Forty-three nests were found,
of which 14 were dreys, 26 were nests, and 3 were not
classifiable. For their dreys and nests, red squirrels chose

high conifer trees with large DBH. Within a plot 11.28m

39

in radius around nest trees, the totals of tree density and
those of basal areas were both higher for trees with dreys
than those with nests. To preserve trees that are most
suitable for red squirrels’ nests, we need to be aware of
the characteristics of nest trees and their surrounding

environment.
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