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Abstract

Some existing studies overseas have pointed out that
delivery dates are intentionally changed on the basis of
economic incentives. This paper, therefore, empirically
examines whether delivery times and dates are intentionally
changed using hourly data of the number of deliveries
between 1999 and 2010 in Japan. The results suggest that
delivery time is largely biased in the daytime; furthermore,
most of these changes can be explained by the application of
the Caesarean operation and use of ecbolic. Considering the
current severe conditions in maternity hospitals, most of these
changes in delivery time seem to have occurred not because
pregnant women preferred it but because gynecologists
selected times more convenient. Lump-sum allowances for
childbirth and nursing have increased several times recently,
but we cannot detect statistically significant differences in the
number of deliveries before and after the increases. Thus, we
conclude that there is insufficient evidence that delivery times
and dates are changed intentionally on the basis of economic

incentives in Japan.

Key words:

change of delivery times and dates, lump-sum allowances for

childbirth and nursing, economic rationality
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