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Consumer choice of frozen edamame

- the effects of country of origin and types of farm and processing company -
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify quantitatively
Japanese consumers’ valuation of frozen edamame. Two
hundred and fifteen consumers living in Obihiro City,
Hokkaido, served as respondents. Four different types
of frozen edamame (domestic frozen edamame, frozen
edamame from Taiwan, frozen edamame from Thailand,
and frozen edamame from China) were analyzed in a choice
experiment using a conditional logit model. The following
results were obtained: 1) Although an average consumer's
willingness to pay (WTP) for imported frozen edamame is
very low compared with domestic frozen edamame, the WTP
difference between domestic frozen edamame and imported
frozen edamame is lower in the consumers who have a
tendency to buy mostly low-priced items and do not adhere
to a domestic product. 2) The WTP for imported edamame

increases by using as materials the green soybeans grown
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at the farm which passed the cultivation and quality control

standard code which the Japanese import sales company set

up.
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