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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine how well
consumers understand the attributes of pesticide-free and/or
pesticide-reduced vegetables when they purchase them. We
examined this issue taking green soybeans as an example.
We collected data by applying the contingent valuation
method and the choice experiment approach for the general
public and undergraduate students, respectively. We provided
information on worm-eaten green soybeans between the
first and second halves of the questionnaire and examined
possible changes in consumer behaviours on the basis of the
changes in willingness to pay for green soybeans. We found
that willingness to pay changed after the information on
worm-eaten green soybeans was presented, which implies
that consumers tried to reduce the possibility of encountering
worm-eaten green soybeans. When comparing the general
public and undergraduate students, the former evaluated
pesticide-free and/or pesticide-reduced vegetables relatively

higher and the latter had higher willingness to pay.
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