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SUMMARY

In  many developing countries, women in
rural areas are engaged not only in the
household chores and bringing-up children, but
in their own field works, part-time farmers in
the fields of others and paid-workers in the
plantations. They are tradionally undervalued
and undercounted and not yet in the mainstream
of agricultural development. Neglect of gender
issues in research, extension, and tecnology
deyvelopment holds their output, income, welfare
to the levels well below their potential. This
“invisimlity” ol female employment has led to
polices and programs that ignore women
sometlimes adversly allect them.

UNDP was successful in the construction
of Human Development Index (HDI) which
measures the quality of life, reconsidering
human happiness 1sn’t always dependent on
income alone. 1Dl 18 composed of the three
factors, life expeetancy . educational attainment,
and income (purchasing power parily:ppp) . Yel
HDI can’t exactly express how comprehensively
it represents the life quality due to the existence
of gender ineguality in making that index. In
short, it doesn’t  involve the precise degree of
female contribution to the 11DI rank of each
country. Now, the new trial of taking seriously
womens’ econlribulion has become of more
importance. The relentless struggle for gender
equalily is very necessary and urgent, and if it
finally succeeds, it will make a greal mileslone

in human progress.

Key words: Human Development Index, gender,
reproductive health/right, empow-

cerment
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