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Milk Processing System and Distribution of
Milk Products in a Western India

Masahiro HIRATA”

To understand and analyze the complexity of milk processing systems of pastoralists and farmers or city dwellers ljn
India, field surveys were conducted in the Province of Gujarat and Rajasthan, western India. The characteristic of
traditional milk processing system of the pastoralists is to use only the technique of fermented milk processing series.
The pastoralists focus on extracting and reserving fat and avoid to extract protein from milk in the fermented milk
processing series, On the other hand, the characteristic of milk processing system of the farmers and city dwellers is to
use all four processing series; the fermented milk processing series, the cream separating series, the solidifying-additive
series, and the heat condensing series, They create various sweetened milk products by adding various additaments such
as sugar and dry fruits to milk. It is concluded that the core of milk processing techniques of the pastoralists and farmers
or city dwellers is rather simple, and the sweetened milk producis made by the farmers or city dwellers form the
complexity of milk processing system in India.

Key Words: Milk processing system, Western India, Pastoralist, Farmer and city dweller
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